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YOUR HOME

Three homeowners let
their architects dream big.

- The dramatic results
push the boundaries of
New England style.
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Curve
* Appeal

A sculptor-turned-architect
combines the artistic and
the enigmatic in a modern
balance of lines and Ioops
and livable space.

HAVING DECIDED TO BUILD A SUMMER HOME
on 11 acres they own on a ridge above the Atlan-
tic Ocean in Manchester-by-the-Sea, the couple
toured the wooded site one afternoon in the au-
tumn of 1999 with architect Marcus Gleysteen
of Cambridge and his colleague, Yossi Zinger.
When they looked east toward the ocean, all they
could see were trees, and, wondering what the
vista might be like from the new house, the four
of them stood on a granite rock, on tiptoe, and
stretched to see the view.

Alas, nothing was visible but trees.

Today. from their master bedroom on the sec-
ond floor, the couple wake to glorious sunrises
over the Atlantic Ocean, and, in the evening, they
sometimes dine with friends in a room overlook-
ing inlets and islands that stretch along a seascape
spread before one of the more unusually designed
homes along the New England shore.

On that autumn tour six vears ago, Glevsteen
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and his clients were not strangers. The couple had been delighted by
Glevsteen's design of an addition to their Brookline home two years ear-
lier. and the architect was grateful for the opportunity to have worked
for clients unencumbered by convention and willing to give him license
to create designs not corrupted by the need to be culturally respectful
and oh-so-safe.

Still, these were not passive clients.

First, as examples of shapes he admired for the design of his summer
home. the husbhand cited the Svdney Opera House and the silhouette of
a sea gull against the sky. Among forms he favored was that of the rind
of an orange. peeled in one piece and standing alone. And, finally, he
wanted a design that was the work not of an architect but of a sculptor,
and he admonished Gleysteen: Think of vourself as an artist.

For Glevsteen, this was a fantasy come true. He had started as a
sculptor and then had become an architect, and not since he left Coo-
per Union in 1978 had anyone given him so bold an opportunity to
blend those skills.

When construction began in 2001. the first problem was the drive-
way, 900 feet long, with a rise of 260 feet. Access had to be engineered
through rocky outcroppings and designed for safe driving in winter not
only by cars but also by large construction vehicles and even firetrucks.
Building the road alone took nine months.

Siting the house was simple. The front door faces landward, but with
the exception of bathrooms. every room faces the sea.

The two-story, nine-room house involves myriad intersecting lines
and loops and rolling curves and finely tuned tints and tones that charm
the eve. The exterior is 60 percent glass, which creates, inside, a kalei-
doscope of sea and sky, light and dark. shadow and sunshine, all shift-
ing ever so slowly. hour by hour. day by day; season by season.


















