TO GIVE THE LIVING ROOM an
informal air, interior designer Mark
Christofi chose painted shutters for i
most windows. The mohair-velvet

chairs and walnut coffee téb}é_ speak

to “a put-your-feet-up atmosphere,”

says Christofi. In the dining room

(FACING PAGE), chocolate-hued

walls contrast with white wainscot.

The ceiling inset is finished with
reflective silver tea paper.
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DD "CHANNELING” TO THE ARM'S LENGTH LIST OF
skills an interior (]csignci' must possess today. As
in, channeling the spirit of a client’s inner style to
arrive at colors, shapes, fabrics, and special effects
that will create a totally simpatico home. North
Reading, Massachusetts—based interior designer

Mark Chiristof thrives on the pursuit. “The design [ like to create

comes from my clients in an organic manner,” says Christofi. “I

am not about the business of imposing a certain look or design

or brand. For me, there would be no challenge in that. [ respond
to their individuality, and then it's about pushing the envelope

a bit.”

Ior the Brookline, Massachusetts, home of a young couple
with four children under the age of 12, Christofi played off the
couple’s love of color and contemporary art. When the couple re-
located to the Boston area from San Francisco in 2001, they com-
missioned architect Marcus Gleysteen, a principal at Gleysteen
Design LCC in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and builder Tom
Grant of Eco Structures Inc., in Norfolk, Massachusetts, to cre-
ate a two-story s]linglt' house with an open floor plan. Christof
was part of the design process from the start, helping the family

move in and outfit the home. Last year, they called on him again,
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A PAIR OF CUSTOM-DESIGNED walnut and antiqued-mirror
bookcases in the living room conceal a bar and glass and
linen storage. The square pattern of the room’s rug
(FACING PAGE; TOP) is repeated in lampshades and a
small linen-covered side table. With family pet, Edgar,
adding to the welcome, the entry area (FACING PAGE,
BoTToM) is distinguished by its red-lacquered chest,
stone floor with tiles set in a running bond pattern, and
papered walls.
















